
25 
Chapter 1 Introduction to Human Geography
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- Figure 1.16 Dataft·om: United States Census Bureau and 
Median Family Income (inU.S. dollars), 2009. 

Census Canada, 2010. 

In geography, a regio~ co~stitutes an_ar~a th~t shares 
geography that compares and contrasts major regions of similar characteristics. To identify and dehrrut reg10ns, we 

we use examples from all over the world. In this book , . must establish criteria for them. The criteria we c?oose to 
the world, but our focus throughout is on a thematic define a region can be physical, cultural, functional, or 
approach to human geography. Nongeo~raphers u~e 

perceptual. · l
some form of the regional idea all the time, even m When geographers choose ~ne or more phys1_ca 
everyday conversation. Whe~ you ~la~ or dream of a or cultural criteria to define a reg10n, they are looking 
vacation in the Rockies, or a hiking tnp m N~w Eng~and, for formal regions. A formal region is marked by 
or a cruise in the Caribbean, you are usmg re~10nal homogen eity in one or more ~irc~mstance or phenom
notions to convey what you have in mind. Used this way, enon. A forma l physical reg10n is based on a shared 
regions serve as informal frames of reference. 

Why Are Geographers Concerned with lcale and Connectedness? 
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- Figure 1.17 
Median Family Income (in U.S. dollars), 2009. Datafrom: United States Census Bureau, 20·10. 

physical geographic cri_terion, such as the karst region world, the French-speaking formal region expands 
of C hina (Fig. 1.18). beyond France into former French colonies of Africa 

A formal region has a shared trait, it can be a shared and into the overseas departments that are still associ
cultural trait or a physical trait. In a formal cultural ated politically with France. 
region, people share one or more cultural traits. For A functional region is defined by a particular set 
example, the region of Europe where French is spoken of activities or interactions that occur within it. Places 
by a majority of the people can be thought of as a that are part of the same functional region interact to 
French-speaking region. When the scale of analysis create connections. Functional regions have a shared 
shifts, the formal region changes. Ifwe shift scales to the political, social, or economic purpose. For example, a 


